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Lagoon Lights & Caroling start our Holidays  

Y our Alamitos Heights 

neighbors just celebrated the 

beginning of our holiday season 

with our 23rd annual tree lighting 

ceremony of 11 floats on our 

improved Colorado Lagoon. Yes 

we started this event in 1988.  

 

Tom and Debbie Fallon were living 

on Colorado Blvd. and enjoyed the 

event. So by 1992 Tom volunteered 

to be the sit in for Santa when their 

children were 3 & 4. Now 19 years 

later he is still filling the Santa role. 

Asked why he has done it for so 

many years, Tom said "Alamitos 

Heights was and is a wonderful 

place where my family and children 

grew up. I'm happy to give back a 

little to our community in a small 

way at this great yearly eventò.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We still have the support of our 

local fire station to deliver Santa at 

the precise time of count down to 

the ñlights are onò moment. We 

have been fortunate for years that a 

fire or other emergency in the area 

has not interrupted our schedule. 

 

 Thanks to the parks & Rec we had 

11 trees in our lagoon this year. 

Last years budget cuts we had to        

t the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reduce tree count to 7. We had 

asked neighboring associations, 

with families that also attend the 

event to help fund this years 

event. They were not able to, but 

they expect to next year. The city 

managed to supply all 11 trees at 

the same cost as last year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children and folks of all ages 

lined up for photos with Santa and 

exchange pleasant thoughts. Some 

even brought their wish list to 

share. Chris York, of AHIA board 

was photographer for the event. 

You may Download your photos  

at our www.AHIA.info  website.    

The Lagoon Life guard station was 

decked out with festive lights and 

decorations donated by AHIA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

We want to thank all  who made 

personal donations while attending 

the event this year plus those who 

contributed their time and materials. 

Pollyôs contributed hot cocoa, L.B. 

fire managed to get temporary use of 

a fire engine for Santa. Parks & Rec 

personnel donated there time, Paul 

Desatoff arranged  our sound system 

and Tom (Santa) Fallon brought joy .   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Colorado Lagoon is finally 

getting restoration after over 50 years 

of neglect. We are grateful to  our 

ñFriends of Colorado Lagoonò 

volunteers, They had their science 

center open and decorated next to our 

event this year. See ñLagoon updateò 

article by FOCL on page 5 

   Merry Christmas from Mr. & Mrs. Santa  

http://www.AHIA.info
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SAFETY CORNER 

 
Home Security 101:  
Are you an Opener or Silencer? 
 

Burglars are most often looking for 

easy targets, and they'd much rather 

walk through an open door than jump 

over a fence, break windows or pick 

locks.  Not only are they looking for 

easy access, they are also looking for 

an unoccupied home. 

 

So, what do you do if you are home 

alone and there's a late-night knock 

on the door?  Do you open the door, 

running the risk of facing a possibly 

dangerous situation, or do you 

remain silent, in hopes the person 

will just go away?  The answer is a 

combination of both.  You certainly 

don't want to create the illusion that 

you are not home which could 

possibly prompt them to make their 

move and try to enter the property.  

Even if you are home alone, 

announce aloud "I'll get it", which 

may give the illusion that there is 

more than one person home. 

 

Now try to get a look at the person 

without opening the door by looking 

through the peephole, side window, 

etc.  If you don't know them, speak to 

them through the door, ask them to 

leave their information on the step 

and you'll get tomorrow morning.  If 

they persist, give the police a call.  If 

you feel endangered, use the 911 

number, if not call the non-

emergency number 562-435-6711. 
Compiled from the LBPD Crime Prevention Newsletter 
11/2011 

Yes this is the time of year that almost all of our residents as 

well as others across the USA take a little time from their busy 

schedules to give thanks and show good will to others. The 

thanks giving tradition honors the memory and values of our 

founding fathers. The day allows us to  share the company and 

memories with our families and/our give thanks in other ways 

for our blessings as US citizens such as  to our US troops 

defending our freedoms or with our neighbors to assist the less 

fortunate.  

 

After thanksgiving immediately transition into the holiday 

season to prepare for our Christmas or Chanukah tradition or in 

other ways begin showing that infectious feeling of good will to 

our friends and neighbors. The season affects us all unless one 

manages to develop an immunization against happiness. Letôs 

take a moment to analyze the process we all seem to go through 

at the end of each year. 

 

Yes for some it is also the flu season but we have preventative 

measures or remedies for that as we transition to the end of one 

year and into another. As yet this spirit of good will has not 

been prevented from affecting us about this time each year. 

Perhaps we can study this science and see if we can cause this 

affliction to the human mind and soul for other seasons.   

 

Some think it is related to the practice of happiness. Yes there 

are plenty of reasons for unhappiness but if you put your mind 

to it you can always find a reason for showing happiness. In any 

situation or relationship there can also be elements of difficulty, 

frustration, anger (and many other words we can choose for our 

emotion of the moment). But if you really set your own mind to 

reflect happiness back to any person in any situation you will 

find it really is infectious. 

 

We have not yet discovered the science there. Perhaps it is 

because there has not been enough effort to study the cause and 

effect of showing happiness to all people in all situations. You 

also have to first develop your immunity to all those negative 

emotions that evil can stir up because there is always a bit of 

evil around that cannot be totally ignored. 

 

This is the best time for us all to give thanks and show good 

will. This is also the best time to show others only your 

happiness. If you really work at it in this season you might find 

the answer to this mystery. Have a Merry Christmas  

 

  Season of THANKSGIVING & GOOD WILL 


